Smoothie Paradise — one for all, all for one
The student cooperative of the comprehensive school Gartenstadt in Dortmund

Student cooperatives - a view ahead of the didactic of economy
Alexandra Stenzel

Schoolis an institution, which are supporting children and teenagers in the development
of their personality and which is supposed to prepare them for a dynamic working
environment and professional world.! However the predetermined tuition with often
abstract themes does not suffice.

Only since 2001 cooperatives as legal form have moved into the visual focus of educators
in Germany, besides other reasons because of the extensive research on students’
cooperatives at the Frankfurt University of Applied Sciences under the direction of Mrs.
Prof. Nicole Goler von Ravensburg. In countries like France and Italy student cooperatives
have a long tradition and are supported by the state. This support consists mostly of
financial support but also in the form of teacher-training as respects to students’
cooperatives, development of teaching material and so forth. Unfortunately, Germany is
still far from doing this.2

In contrast to the ,normal” students’ enterprises social competences are being promoted
and seen as of special importance in students’ cooperatives, as Nicole Goler von
Ravensburg has found out in her studies.3

Students cooperatives are according to Prof. Manfred Liebel an alternative approach to see
economic action not (only) under the aspect of realization of profit, but to look for the
ecologic and social implications of the respective activities and to question their local and
global impacts.*

The legal form of the cooperative is designed by its structure in a way that all inner
relations are running in democratic and cooperative way. Thus, the pedagogic concept of
student’s cooperatives is not only limited to relate to economic aspects of learning, but it
implies automatically pedagogic approaches to democracy and politics.

In students’ cooperatives, with mainly ecological and social aims, students are sensitized
to economic processes and motivated to pursue, forms of sustainable economy also
outside of school.>

Generally, it is necessary mentioning that this pedagogic concept has the potential to
inspire children while learning, who in everyday life moreover have to endure frustrations.
Students cooperatives can contribute in a substantial way to inclusion in the schools.
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